but I do plead for some distinction between what we wish and
what with our resources and liabilities we can perform."

At the same time he offered his resignation of the Presidency
of the Liberal Council. The members of that body, he knew, were
much more of his own mind on current issues than the Liberal
Organisation Committee, but he was, as always, anxious about
his freedom as a writer,

"Really," he wrote to Vivian Phillipps, a member of the
Executive of the Council, "I ought not to have been President
For a man who writes on politics and, especially in times like
these, cannot stop to consult other people, the position is too
equivocal. I rapidly get to a point from which I cannot retreat,
but I have no right to assume that an organisation will follow,
and they may fairly complain that I have committed them
without their consent."

(The date of the letter to Lord Meston is October I2th, 1938,
that of the second letter October I3th). But the Liberal Council
did not complain. On the contrary, Spender was urged at least
to hold his resignation in abeyance, with the result that, as has
been said, he was still President at the time of his death.

At the time of his death too he could happily look back on
a large measure of reconciliation with his friends of the Liberal
Organisation Committee. His letters to The Times in July 1939*
had marked a dividing-line, evoking the criticisms of many Liberals
and the warm appreciation of many others, but the war submerged
most of such differences, and this among them. From the end
of 1939 Spender could attend no meetings, and only come to
London at all very rarely, but with all his time on his hands lie
spent much of it in writing letters as well as in writing articles,
and kept in close touch with whatever was happening in the
Liberal world. Towards the end of 1941 his friend Herbert Worsley,
with characteristic thoughtfulness, suggested to Lord Meston that
Spender should be asked to write the next issue of the Westminster
Newsletter, a sheet on current politics issued periodically by the
Liberal Organisation Committee. Meston readily consented to
the proposition, Spender readily accepted it, and a letter of igth
November to Worlsey shows how happy a result had been
achieved.

See p. 170.
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